
Literacy Home Learning 

Spring 2 Week 1-Different Stories by the Same Author 

Monday 

Starter-Capital letters and full stops. 

Open the link below: 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3g2gqt2TpA 

 

Objective-to listen to a selection of stories by Julia Donaldson 

Watch and talk about this selection of stories. Do you notice any 

similarities?  

 

                               
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8sUPpPc8Ws 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75aXrJgMVow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUdtUIr5jrk 

 

End of session-Write about your favourite story from these three. 
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Tuesday 

Starter-Capital letters and full stops. 

Open the link. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjvfcS3K7zM 

 

Objective-to recognise patterns in the stories 

One of the ways in which the 3 books are similar is that they all 

rhyme. 

 

Here’s an extract from all 3. See if you can fill in the missing 

rhyming words: 

 

1. A mouse took a stroll through the deep, dark wood, 

A fox saw the mouse and the mouse looked _____. 

 

2.  Zog, the biggest dragon, was the keenest one by far. 

He tried his hardest every day to win a golden ____. 

 

3.  One day he wakes early and goes for a jog. 

Stick Man, oh Stick Man, beware of the ____. 

 
Did you spot the type of rhyme that Julia Donaldson is using in 

these books? 

YES! She’s using rhyming couplets! We used them when we were 

learning about poetry. 

 

Let’s have a go at making some rhyming strings. I’ve started the 

first two for you, but you can add more if you can think of any: 

pie               play           hoop          pool 

lie                day 

high             stay 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjvfcS3K7zM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjvfcS3K7zM


Wednesday 

 

Starter-Capital letters and full stops 

Open the link: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gghvLTSS-eQ 

Objective-to identify repetition.  

Listen to one of the stories again and see if you can find the 

repeated lines. Talk about them:  

Are they effective?  

How do they help you to enjoy the story? 

Do they make it more fun? 

 

I am always trying to get Miley to speed up in the morning and I 

usually say to her: 

 

 ‘Come on, we haven’t got all day!’ 
 

If I was going to write a story about Miley with some repetition,   

I might use that as a starting point.  

 

So…I need a word that rhymes with the last word, ‘day.’ 

I wrote a rhyming string to help me: 

day 

play 

stay 

 

I’m going to choose ‘play.’ Here goes: 

 

Come on, Miley, we haven’t got all day, 
If you don’t hurry up, you’ll have no time to play! 

 

Now think about some of the things your mum or dad say to you in 

the mornings.  Could you write a rhyming couplet for it? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gghvLTSS-eQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gghvLTSS-eQ


Thursday 

Starter-Capital letters and full stops 

Click on the link below and play along. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zv78jhv 

Objective-to identify characters and themes 

In our 3 stories this week, the main characters are imaginary: 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  a gruffalo         a stick man          a dragon 

 

Even though they are imaginary characters, the stories are all 

set in the woods and the themes are familiar; 

 

1. The mouse goes for a walk in the woods. 

2. The Stick Man gets lost, 

3. Zog tries his best in school.  

 

Watch the next story to find out; 

 

 Who is the main character? 

 Where is it set? 

 What is the familiar theme? 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdN7RHdaQpw 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zv78jhv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdN7RHdaQpw
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Screen Free Friday 

 

 Julia Donaldson likes to write about familiar themes.  

She makes this more interesting by creating imaginary 

characters. 

 Instead of writing about a person going for a walk in the 

woods, she writes about a mouse who tries to save himself 

from being another creature’s dinner. 

 

 Instead of writing about a child trying hard at school, she 

writes about a dragon at dragon school. 

 

 Instead of writing about a child getting lost in the woods, 

she writes about a stick man who gets mistaken for an 

ordinary stick. 

 

 Instead of writing about a child making new friends, she 

writes about a witch. 

 Design your own imaginary character. Try to add lots of detail to 

your picture. You could label your character or write a couple of 

sentences to describe them. 

 


