
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – YEAR 2 – ADVENT/CHRISTMAS  
  

EXPLORE: Preparing for special times.  

*Note to parents/carers - before you begin talk to your child about what the word preparing means   

 

Read   together and share:     
  

• 
  Talk about preparing to come to school in the morning.    

What do you do?    
Is it the same each day?    
How do we prepare for special occasions: e.g. a party or  going on  
holiday etc.                                                                                                          
What jobs does each person have to do?   
  
Choose Activities   

• 
  Look at each picture. Can  you write a list in order of the  

things you have to do each day to prepare for school ?   
  

1.   I get up at …   

2.     

  
  

Read   together and share:     
  

• 
  Talk about preparing for Christmas.                                                         

Read the poem by Shirley Hughes   
  
What is the little girl hoping for?   
What preparations will have to be made?   
What  would happen if no preparations                                                                          
are made?   
Have you prepared for a special time?   
Is it hard to prepare? Why?   
  
  
  
  
Choose Activities   

• 
  Make a list of the preparat ions that are made at home in readiness  

for Christmas. For example, buying cards, stamps, gifts, food; making  
cakes, puddings, mince pies; preparing decorations, a tree; booking a  
special outing to a pantomime or a meal.   

• 
  Make Christmas decorations e.g. pap er chains, baubles.   

( use some of the ideas from Year  1)   

  
  

  



  

  

REVEAL:  Mary and Joseph prepare for the   

birth of the baby.   
  
    
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Read and share together:     

• 
  What preparations do you think Mary and Joseph made at home in Nazareth for the  

birth of the baby?   

• 
  Why did the Roman Emperor want everyone to return to the  place their family came  

from?   

• 
  How would Mary and Joseph have felt when they realised, they had to make a long  

journey?   

• 
  How do you think Mary and Joseph lovingly prepared the stable for the baby’s  

arrival?   

• 
  How did Mary dress the baby?   

• 
  What did Mary and  Joseph call him?   

  

  

There  was no room in the  
house for Mary and Joseph  
and their baby, so they  
stayed in the place where  
the animals were kept. 

Luke 2:1 - 7 
Gods Story 2 

The Roman Emperor,  
Caesar Augustus,  wanted  
to know how many people  
lived in his empire. 

Everyone  had to go back  
to  the place where their  
families came from  to sign  
their name in a big  register. 

Joseph  and Mary had to  
go  to Bethlehem . While  
they were in Bethlehem  
Mary ’ s baby was born.  She  
had a little boy. 

She  wrapped him in  
swaddling clothes. She put  
him in a manger, because  
that was the safest place  
for him to be. 

Choose activities   
  

• 
  Retell the story about Mary and Joseph going to  

Bethlehem. Draw or paint a picture of Mary,  
Joseph and their new baby.   

  
  

• 
  Make a crib with figures of people in the Nativity  

scene, retelling the story. Can you make the  
figures out of paper or card?    

    
  

• 
  You might wish to tell the story of Mary and  

Joseph by painting some story stones? Or using  
empty kitchen rolls?   

    

  



 


