School Improvement

25 Ways to Extend Children’s Vocabulary

Activity

What to do

Curriculum links

Read, read and re-read

Books can be usedinso many ways to develop language and
earlyliteracy skills. Children needto hearthe same books again
and againto aid theirunderstanding of the language being used
and heard as well asa range of new and unfamiliar books.
Stories caninspire children’s play and extend their knowledge.
Be mindful of readingarange of genre and with ambitious
vocabulary in context.
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Sing songs and nursery rhymes

When we sing, we articulate our words more clearly. There are
strong connections between singing and spoken words.
Encourage children’s participation through props and actions
and sing every day with youngchildren. You could create a
basket of props fordaily use.
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Follow children’sinterests and
joininthemintheirplay

Be interested, get down to theirlevel and make eye contact.
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Sensory experiences

Providing sensory experiences inside and outside encourages
childrento express themselves more verbally, learn and
understand new vocabulary.
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Praise and encourage Never criticize the child's articulation or speech pattern. Communicationand
dialogue, be interested and Showingthatyou understand whatthey say can be very Language

value whattheysay (evenif
incorrectly) and model correct
pronunciation and sentences
back to children

encouragingforchildren.
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Add an extraword

As the children speak, add one extraword to theirsentence or
words they say to increase theirvocabulary.
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Story-telling

Use props and puppets and create your own stories. You could
include some of theirfavouritetoys orteddies when doing this.
Leave puppetsand propsin provisionforchildrentoreturnto
and create theirown stories
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Commentate or narrate

Commentate and narrate whatis going on throughout the day
and as they play.

Communicationand
Language

Ask open-ended questions

As children are playing and exploring ask some open-ended
guestions such as “How did that happen?” “Whydo you
think...?” “l wonderwhatwould happenif...?”

Communicationand
Language

Reduce screentime

Be aware of how much screen time children are havingeach
day bothinyour settingand at home. Speak with parentsand
particularly forthose children who are very reluctant or unable
to communicate well.
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Enhance areas of provision

Enhance areas of provision with items children may not be
familiarwith. Namingitemsas children play can help children
to hearand absorb new vocabulary.
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Provide enriching experiences

Children are very experiential learners and providing enriching
experiencesinrelation totheir Cultural Capital isagreattool
forincreasingtheirvocabulary. Trips could include, goingto the
park, the beach, the library or visiting afire- station. If visits are
not possible thereare lots of virtual tours and visits that can be
takenonline.
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Invite visitors into your setting
(as and whenrisk assessments
allow)

Invite visitorsin and encourage children to ask questions.
Prepare the children forthe visitor comingto give themtime to
considerand think about what they mightlike to find out.
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Pause after speakingto give
children opportunity to
respond

Childrenneedtimefortheirbrainto processand therefore
pausing afterspeakingoraskinga question give timeforthem
to respond.
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Feely bags

Put known and unknown objects oritemsinto abag and
encourage childrento describe itjust usingtheir sense of touch.
Model first.
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Pom Pom Avalanche

Trap pom pomsina colanderusing some wooden sticks or pipe
cleanersandturn itupside down. Letthe children take turns to
pull the sticks out (and strengthen their fine motorskills!) until
all of the pom poms fall down like an avalanche!
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Paper plate memory game

A variation of the pairmatching game. Take several paper
platesand markersand write some lettersif yourchildren are
ready for letterrecognition ordraw shapes, animals and other
itemsifit'stime tobuild theirvocabulary.
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DIY Telephone/Telephone
game

Paintsome plasticcups, poke a hole in each of them, and
thread string through the bottom. You can experiment with
various speaking activities or could ask childrento whisperto
each otherand pass the message around.
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Dance, Freeze, Action

Dance whenthe music’'sonandfreeze whenitstops. Adultto
shoutan animal, instruction oraction for children to do until
musiccomes back on. Alsogreatfor an attentionandlistening.
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Story Stones

Story stones are essentiallyvery simple prompts for narrative
play. Allyouneedtodo isget some flatand smooth stones
from a craft shop or a beach and decorate them with pictures of
objects or animals. Choose one of the stones and start a tale
based on the picture onit, then encourage children to draw
more stones and continue the story.
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| Spy With My Little Eye

‘1 Spy’ game requiring focus from the little onesand will help to
strengthen theirvocabular. Canletthe children ask questions
to encourage discussion, instead of just guessingone word ata
time. Model “I spy somethinginthisroom whichisorange. |
spy somethingwhichis orange and large...”
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Circle time

Circle-timeinsmall groupsisagreat opportunity tomodel a
sentence and give each child the opportunity to speak abouta
topicwhichthey can relate to. Ifthisactivityisdonefrequently
and children know they are underno pressure to speak,
children will grow in confidence in contributing.
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Karaoke / Performing Area

Provide astage/ palletand microphone and encourage children
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to performnursery rhymes orsongs for theirfriends Language
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Provide acommunication An enclosed, cosy space orden will encourage talk. Provide Communicationand
friendly space these inside and outside to promote Communication and Language

Language.
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Provide non-fiction books near
areas which will contextualise
them

Provide non-fiction books, for example outdoors provide books
about minibeasts and things they might see to supporttheir
learning.
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Loose Parts

By providingloose parts and items which are open-ended
children will be more imaginative with their play
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Give childrentime to play

When children have longer periods of uninterrupted play, they
have more opportunity to engage indeep levellearning and will
increase theiropportunity forlanguage development.
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